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This book is about education in America but 

it began as a book about education in China. My 
original intention was to write about the mammoth 
challenges China faces in education to curb America's 
surging enthusiasm for China's education practices 
that seem to be an object of admiration, a model of 
excellence, or a source of competitive students who 
will threaten America's future. I was going to write 
about China's efforts to decentralize curriculum and 
textbooks, diversify assessment and testing, and 
encourage local autonomy and innovations in order 
to cultivate creativity and well-rounded talents. I was 
also going to write about China's repeated failures 
and unwavering desire to undo the damages of 
testing and standardization.  
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But while I was going through the reform 

policies, scholarly writings, and online 
discussion forums and blogs about education in 
China, I realized that what China wants is what 
America is eager to throw away—an education 
that respects individual talents, supports 
divergent thinking, tolerates deviation, and 
encourages creativity; a system in which the 
government does not dictate what students 
learn or how teachers teach; and culture that 
does not rank or judge the success of a school, 
a teacher, or a child based on only test scores in 
a few subjects determined by the government.  
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Finland 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rlYHWpRR4yc  
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We can stay the course, or seize the day.  
Which path will we take? 
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Awareness Capacity Engagement ACTION 

http://www.wholechildeducation.org/take-action/timeline


5/6/2013 

 2013 ASCD 

Twitter #WCVC13 

ACTION 

Implementation 

Alliances 

Affiliates 

Advocacy 

Policy 
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We can stay the course, or seize the day.  
Which path will we take? 
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www.wholechildeducation.org  

http://sitool.ascd.org/
http://www.wholechildeducation.org/about/partners
http://www.ascd.org/about-ascd/Affiliates/Affiliate-Community/Affiliate-Community.aspx
http://www.wholechildeducation.org/
http://www.ascd.org/public-policy.aspx

