Letter 1: To spread the word about the whole child initiative using a local example

Dear Editor:

Our world is changing rapidly, and our education system is struggling to keep pace. Demand for a highly skilled and educated workforce is growing, 20th-century jobs are falling by the wayside, and the global marketplace is a reality. But, as [INSERT YOUR PROFESSIONAL ROLE], I know we are losing too many kids and wasting too much talent. Nationwide, about one in three students drops out of school before graduation, and many graduate unprepared for college and work.

The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, a nonprofit education organization, proposes a whole child approach that ensures each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged. Common sense and research tell us hungry kids can’t learn, scared kids can’t think, and bored kids don’t thrive. Putting students at the center and aligning resources to their needs engages them in learning and prepares them for a bright future.

Good work is underway. [PROVIDE LOCAL EXAMPLE OF WHOLE CHILD APPROACH.]

Schools can’t do this work alone. All community members, from parents to business leaders, must help educate the whole child. Join me in this effort and go to www.wholechildeducation.org to learn how you can help.

Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME, PROFESSIONAL ROLE, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER]
Note: Before submitting your letter to a newspaper, check that newspaper’s submission requirements for letters to the editor. Pay particular attention to the word count limit and the specific contact information you are requested to provide. Another option for customizing your letter is to reference a previously published article or column of relevance and connect it to the theme of your letter.

Letter 2: To spread the word about the whole child initiative and describe how the local community can support it
Dear Editor:
Our world is changing rapidly, and our education system is struggling to keep pace. Demand for a highly skilled and educated workforce is growing, 20th-century jobs are falling by the wayside, and the global marketplace is a reality. But, as [INSERT YOUR PROFESSIONAL ROLE], I know we are losing too many kids and wasting too much talent. Nationwide, about one in three students drops out of school before graduation, and many graduate unprepared for college and work.

The Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, a nonprofit education organization, proposes a whole child approach that ensures each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and challenged. Common sense and research tell us hungry kids can’t learn, scared kids can’t think, and bored kids don’t thrive. Putting students at the center and aligning resources to their needs engages them in learning and prepares them for a bright future.

Schools can’t do this work alone. All community members, from parents to business leaders, must help educate the whole child. [IF APPROPRIATE, DESCRIBE HOW YOUR COMMUNITY COULD SUPPORT THIS INITIATIVE.]

Join me in this effort and go to www.wholechildeducation.org to learn how you can help.

Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME, PROFESSIONAL ROLE, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER] 
Note: Before submitting your letter to a newspaper, check that newspaper’s submission requirements for letters to the editor. Pay particular attention to the word count limit and the specific contact information you are requested to provide. Another option for customizing your letter is to reference a previously published article or column of relevance and connect it to the theme of your letter.
Letter 3: To thank school board members or local elected officials for supporting the whole child initiative
Dear Editor:

I would like to recognize and thank [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OR ELECTED OFFICIAL] for [SUPPORTING/INTRODUCING] a [INSERT SCHOOL BOARD, CITY COUNCIL, LEGISLATURE, ETC.] resolution to ensure each child is healthy, safe, engaged, supported, and academically challenged.

Common sense and extensive research tell us hungry kids can’t learn, scared kids can’t think, and bored kids don’t thrive. Putting students at the center and aligning resources to their needs engages them in learning and prepares them for a bright future.

Schools can’t do this work alone. Every corner of our community must help educate the whole child. This resolution is an important first step to demonstrate the value our community places on the whole child approach. I thank [INSERT NAME OF SCHOOL BOARD MEMBER OR ELECTED OFFICIAL] for turning political rhetoric about “investing in the future of our children” into a reality. To learn more about the whole child initiative, visit www.wholechildeducation.org.

Sincerely,

[INSERT NAME, PROFESSIONAL ROLE, ADDRESS, PHONE NUMBER] 
Note: Before submitting your letter to a newspaper, check that newspaper’s submission requirements for letters to the editor. Pay particular attention to the word count limit and the specific contact information you are requested to provide. Another option for customizing your letter is to reference a previously published article or column of relevance and connect it to the theme of your letter.
